(SANDAG

401 B Street, Suite 800

San Diego, CA 92101-4231
(619) 699-1900

Fax (619) 699-1905

wwwisandag.org

MEMBER AGENCIES
Cities of
Carlsbad

Chula Vista
Coronado
Del Mar

El Cajon
Encinitas
Escondido
Imperial Beach
La Mesa
Lemon Grove
National City
Oceanside
Poway

San Diego
San Marcos
Santee
Solana Beach
Vista

and

County of 5an Diego

ADVISORY MEMBERS
Imperial County
California Department
of Transportation

Metropolitan
Transit System

North County
Transit District

United States
Department of Defense

San Diego
Unified Port District

San Diego County
Water Authority

Southern California
Tribal Chairmen's Association

Mexico

NEWS

Date: December 21, 2011

For Release: Immediately
Contact: David Hicks, (619) 699-6939, or e-mail: dhic@sandag.org

SR 125 ACQUISITION COMPLETE
South Bay Toll Road Under SANDAG Management

The transaction that transferred ownership of the lease to operate the State Route
125 toll road was completed today, and beginning Dec. 22" SANDAG will be the
operator of the South Bay facility.

“Drivers on the South Bay Expressway will see no immediate changes,” said
SANDAG Board Chair and Encinitas Mayor Jerome Stocks. “But in the coming
months, the Board will move to cut the tolls, bringing congestion relief to South Bay
decades sooner than previously planned, removing the need to build other facilities
elsewhere, and saving $268 million in taxpayer money.”

After an exhaustive due diligence and public hearing process, the SANDAG Board
of Directors voted Dec. 16 to purchase the asset for $341.5 million — roughly one-
third of what a private consortium spent to build the toll road.

The facility stretches for about 10 miles through eastern Chula Vista from State
Route 905 near the Otay Mesa Port of Entry to State Route 54 near the
Sweetwater Reservoir.

No significant changes are expected in the first few months. SANDAG has
contracted with the former operator and is retaining the existing staff to continue
running the facility during a six-month transition phase. SANDAG will oversee the
operations.

Next spring, SANDAG expects to begin a process to lower tolls. Reduced tolls are
expected to attract more users to SR 125, relieving congestion on 1-805 and
reducing the need for some improvements there. (Construction will begin in 2012
on two carpool lanes — one in each direction — on 1-805 in South Bay. However, the
acquisition of SR 125 will make it unnecessary to add another two carpool lanes on
[-805 in the future, with the end result being a $268 million savings to taxpayers.)

About SANDAG

The San Diego Association of Governments (SANDAG) is the San Diego region’s
primary public planning, transportation, and research agency, providing the public
forum for regional policy decisions about growth, transportation planning and
construction, environmental management, housing, open space, energy, public
safety, and binational topics. SANDAG is governed by a Board of Directors




composed of mayors, council members, and supervisors from each of the region’s
18 cities and the county government.

Find SANDAG on Facebook at facebook.com/SANDAGregion.
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