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South Bay Expressway

Put the fun back in driving!
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vou can ride—for a price.
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ICK OF congestion
w, and irked by the lack

" of new roads? States
with too much traffic and
obsolete highways are turn-
ing to investor-owned toll-
ways. Many are, or will be,
owned and maintained by
foreign companies or part-
nerships between states and
U.S. or foreign investors,

States traditionally finance
highways from gasoline tax-
es. But despite more cars and
higher gas prices, revenue
has decreased as fuel econo-
my has improved over the
years. States have plenty of
ITI()]'IC'Y f'—r()m \u’ilI'i()US SOUrces
now, but they've been unable
ot reluctant to spend sur-
pluses on asphalt. Private
toll roads are the practical
solution. Urah just became

@ New private roads promise snarl-
free commuting for paying drivers.
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the 23rd srate to allow them.

Some privately run high-
ways have been on the map
for years. Macquarie Infra-
structure Group, of Aus-
tralia, bought all or part of
the long-established Chicago
Skyway and Indiana Toll
Road, as well as the newer
Dulles Greenway in Vir-
ginia. New and future pro-
jects will open long-distance
routes and bypass urban bot-
tlenecks. Macquarie has an
809 -plus interest in the
South Bay Expressway,
which will open in 2007 and
run from eastern San Diego
to the Mexican border. The
proposed TransTexas Corri-
dor, a 600-mile highway
running north-south and
parallel to I-35, would be
built primarily by privace
companies over the next 20
to 50 years.

To atrract and satisfy cus-
tomers, road owners promise
a pleasant, more efficient
motoring experience, with
new pavement, tolls that
vary with the cime of day,
and flexible or reversible
lanes for rush hour. If true,
that might be worth the
price. —JOAN GOLDWASSER




