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South Bay Expressway

Put the fun back in driving!

South Bay Expressway
finally unveiled after
years of planning

By THOR KAMBAN BIBERMAN
The Dl Transrrint

SOUTH BAY — After decades of
planning, the South  Bay
Expressway, otherwise known as
state Route 125, opens between
Otay Mesa and Spring Valley on
Mlonday.

The %635 million, 9.3-mile
north-south toll road, which will
start with two lanes in each direc-
tion, will run from state Route 905
near the international border to
Foute 54 in Spring Valley before the
SR-125 freeway takes over on the
trip to Santee.

The four-lane highway features
interchanges at Otay Mesa
Road/SR-905, Birch  Road,
Ohmpic Parkoway,
Lakes/Telegraph Canyon Road,
East H Street, S8an Miguel Ranch

Road and finally to SR-54. The toll
road has sufficient right-of-vway that
two more lanes in each direction
coiild be built at some future date,

A signature structure of the toll
road project is the Otay River
Bridge. At three-quarters of a mile
long and nearly 19 stories at iis
peak, the bridge's concrete super-
structure was pre-cast in Perris,
Calif, before the segments were dri-
ven to the site.

Becanse this segmental construe-
tion method allows the bridge to be
assemnbled from above, it minimizes
impact on the sensttive Otay River
Valley floor below.

The substructure for the bridge is
made up of 11 sets of dual columns,
The segments each weigh between
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50 tons to 70 tons, and messure
about 35 feet wide and 10-16 foet
tall

A total of 644 segments were lift-
ed from a launching pad and fitted
into place om top of the supporting
columns by a large overhead gantry,

The bridge is supported by 470
miles of post-tensioning strand —
encugh to reach from San Dicgs to
San Franciseo support the bridge.

Each strand, in tum, is strong
enough to support 30 tons, or the
weight of a fully kaded concoete
miteer truck.

Each pair of cohumns rests on a
rectangular pike cap 75 fset wide, 50
feet long and 10 feet thick, that took
more than 100 concrete tracks o
pour. The foundations for each col-
umn extend 45 foet into the ground.

The Soarth Bay Expressway was
financed with bank loans, a #1490
million federal loan facility from the
1.5, Department of Transportation
under the TIFIA (Transportation
Infrastructure  Finance  and
Innovation Act of 19948) program
and private-equity capital.

Additionally, arca developers
dedicated 5§48 million in right-of-
way to the project.

The northern end inclades the
widening of SR-54 and the con-

isting SB-125 to the tofl rosad. This
SANDAG for about £138.5 million.

high-oorupancy

the Interstate 15, Instead, they will
be flat fees ranging from as little as
75 cents for short distances, to
£3,50 for the full length of the thor-
oughfare. Motorists will have the
option of paying their fees electron-
ically or at toll plams along the
roante,

Tinacks with three or four axles will
pay twice the normal toll, These with
five or more axles will be charged
thres times the antomobile rate,

For ecash-paying customers d&n-
ving the full length of the moad, toll
attendants at the Chay Mesa Toll
plaza will provide change,

Customers will toss coins into the
maching, witch for
the green light and drive through.
South Bay Expressway’s onfoff
ramyps will also accept bills for those
who don't have coins, All motorksts
are being invited to take a free,
unlimited test drive from Now 19-
Dec. 2.
and ToaTrak Drives Irod promo-
tions are our way of saying ‘Thank
You' to the community for their sup-
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paid off The expressway then
becomes the property of Caltrans.
Those electing to use the South
dard freeways may expect to see 3
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highway segment might
pleted by the end of the 19708,
The San Diego Association of
Governments inchuded the link as
part of its transportation plan in
1964, but the agency simply could-
't come up with the funds. E
took up the mantle at the beginning
of the L?Qﬂsmdm lﬂﬁlﬁmnull.

public informed of the roads
progress. It then took 11 more years,
multiple  eovironmental  impact
reparts, and approvals from state and
frederal wildhife agencies before the
project ooukd go forwand.

The South Bay Expressway also
funded a 7 million, state-of-the-
art, six-field athletic comple for the
Sweetwater Valley Little League as
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